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July 18, 2014 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
Since arriving in Naples almost 32 years ago, we have been mentored in countless ways by 
members and friends of The Moorings Presbyterian Church. So many have modeled 
fruitful lives in their post-career years—both giving and receiving—and that, for us, is the 
subject of this letter announcing our retirements as Minister of Music and Director of 
Children and Family Ministries/Music Associate on February 1, 2015. 
 
In conversations we initiated with Pastor Doug Learned months ago, the goal has been to 
determine a date and transition as seamless as possible. Choosing a date in the busy 
season allows church programs to go from “strength to strength” as we call one another 
to renewed participation. We will take part in the planning and carrying out of the 
program year, working to enable full participation of staff and volunteers. Once again, in 
regard to the timing, this is a healthful time at MPC when the worship, music, education, 
mission, and leadership are thriving. With gratitude, we applaud Pastor Learned’s 
unwavering support, his priorities in leadership, and his sense of humor—anchored in 
faithfulness to Christian ministry.  
 
We are told that the things to do list does not vanish in retirement; yet, let us share three 
goals—things to do around the house; grandchildren way out west; and, time for friends 
and other family. 
 
In the coming months, let us grow in grace and plan for future ministries of welcome, 
praise, and gladness in God’s house. May God grant unexpected and unsurpassed joys in 
all our journeys—at home and as a congregation! 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Dick and Martha Crofts 
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July 18, 2014 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 

 

I join with countless Moorings members and friends in thanking God for the remarkable 
ministries of Dick and Martha Crofts these past three decades.  I am grateful to have the 
privilege of working with them for six more months, and I wish it could be for longer.  We 
would like to keep them with us forever, but we also want to honor their decision to shift 
their focus to family and new fulfillments in retirements they have truly earned.   
 
Dick and Martha are considerate to give us plenty of advance notice of this change, 
which gives us opportunity to plan for the future.  Having said that, I believe our first 
order of business is to take time to celebrate and thank them for their ministries, while 
recognizing that their work with us is not yet complete.  We are blessed that they will be 
on staff for months to come to lead us into the coming program year, ensuring that our 
fall startup will go smoothly as always.  Their departure on February 1 will also make it 
possible for our seasonal members and friends to be present for farewell celebrations. 
 
There is no question that this is a big change for Moorings, but I want all to know that 
Dick and Martha are already working with the whole staff to provide for the success of 
our programs following their departure. I, along with the session, will provide you many 
updates regarding future plans, but for now please join with me in honoring Dick and 
Martha, and enjoying our shared ministry in the time they are still with us. 
 
We approach this transition with great appreciation for their service, and strong 
confidence in God’s direction for the future. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
  
Doug Learned 
Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

791 Harbour Drive,  Naples, FL  34103-4496 | (239) 261-1487 | www.mooringschurch.org 


